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“Kickin’ It Old School” was the 
theme of this year’s Vacation 
Bible School at Two Ridges 
Presbyterian Church in Winters-
ville, Ohio. Students learned 
about the basics of the Bible 
through crafts, old-fashioned 
hymns and fellowship.

By Jerry L. Van Marter 
Presbyterian News Service

Whether to stay within the Pres-
byterian Church (U.S.A.) and, if so, 
under what conditions dominated 
the first gathering of the Fellowship 
of Presbyterians (FOP), which drew 
more than 1,900 disaffected Presbyte-
rians last month.

The seven large church pastors who 
form the FOP’s core leadership readily 
acknowledged that PC(USA) congre-
gations dissatisfied with decisions and 
perceived trends in the denomination 
“are all over the map” about how to 
respond. Much of the gathering was 
spent exploring four “tiers” or options 
that are being developed ― from try-
ing to reform the denomination from 
within to the creation of “a new Re-
formed body.”

One leader ― the Rev. Jim Sin-
gelton, pastor of First Presbyterian 
Church in Colorado Springs, CO, re-
peatedly referred to the FOP’s next 
gathering Jan. 12-14 in Orlando, Fla., 
as a “constitutional convention” that 
will formally inaugurate both the FOP 
and the new Reformed body.”

But where the 852 congregations 
represented here wind up along the 
four-tier spectrum is anybody’s guess. 
“Repeat after me,” Singleton told the 
gathering: “It will be messy.”

The four tiers, in brief:
Remaining in the PC(USA) and 

seeking to transform congregations 
and presbyteries to be more missional 

Members of Starkdale Presbyterian Church 
in Steubenville, Ohio, worked together to 
build a beautiful float for the Wintersville, 
Ohio community Independence Day parade.  
The procession was led by the Starkdale van 
from which candy was thrown to the waiting 
children along the parade route, followed by 
Pat Pendleton driving his “big green” tractor 
pulling the float. Members constructing the 
float were Ella Jane Burns, Pat Pendleton, 
Sharon Petrilla, Marlene Rhueff, and Janet 
Stukins. Many members and children from 
the church came out to ride or walk along-
side the float.  

“This summer we conducted our 
Vacation Bible School for the group of 
bases. That was our biggest project and 
it was a big success. We conducted two 
events for 361 children with 174 vol-
unteers for both We have an incredible 
group of volunteers in the military,” 
said Chaplain David Snyder. Snyder 
is based in Rheinland Pflaz, a state in 
western Germany that shares a border 
with France.

The theme for the VBS programs 
was “Pandamania—Where God is 
wild about you!” 

Snyder said the program provide 
week-long religious education sup-
porting both Catholic and Protestant 
theology. The goal, he said is to in-
crease spiritual fitness and resilience 
of military children in the KMC.

The curriculum, he said, was se-
lected because of its relevance to re-
siliency needs in the lives of soldiers 
and families.The daily points are also 
key ideas that support spiritual fitness. 
The overall theme is God’s provision 
in chaos—both theological and mathe-
matical chaos theories have been used 
as apt descriptions of the lives of sol-
diers and families.

Emmanuel Presbyterian Church 
in East Liverpool, Ohio, joined with 
Trinity and Long’s Run Presbyteri-
an churches and St. John’s Lutheran 
Church for “Pandamania-- Vacation 
Bible School where God was wild 
about us!”

The children enjoyed stories, 
games, music, crafts and many great 
snacks. They also collected a mission 
offering for Angels for Animals.

It was a wonderful blending of 
many gifted and caring people work-
ing together to create a fun and mean-
ingful week to teach the children about 
God’s love for them.

"Kickin’ It Old School” was the 
theme of Vacation Bible School at Two 
Ridges Presbyterian Church in Win-
tersville, Ohio. It had been several 
years since the church sponsored a Bi-
ble School, and church leaders believe 
this year’s event, under the leadership 
of Becky Barlow, was a huge success. 

Each day’s lesson centered on the 
basic truths of the Bible, and the mu-
sic focused on the “old” hymns of the 
church put to a more modern beat. 

The mission portion focused on 
Tanzania, Africa. The daily collection, 
which totaled $108, was sent to “The 
Seed Company,” an affiliate of Wycliffe 
Bible Translators to insure that the 
Bible will be translated in the native 
language of the people of Tanzania. 
 

VBS Taught Kids the Basics of
					           the Bible

Military Children 
Overseas Attend 
Bible School

Kids Go Wild 
at Emmanuel's 
Vacation 
Bible School

and theologically orthodox. 
Dividing existing presbyteries into 

theologically distinct presbyteries. 
Establishing as commissions (with 

power to act) two separate Commit-
tees on Ministry and Committees on 
Preparation for Ministry in presbyter-
ies based on support for or opposition 
to gay and lesbian ordination and oth-
er “essential tenets.” 

Creation of a “new Reformed 
body” that may or may not be in full 
communion with the PC(USA). 

The Rev. Mike McClenahan, pastor 
of Solana Beach Presbyterian Church 
in San Diego Presbytery, said his con-
gregation is opting for Tier One. “Stay-
ing or leaving is a red herring because 
we can serve faithfully in San Diego 
Presbytery,” he said.

As his congregation strives to be 
more missional, McClenahan said, 
“our identity, our purpose and our 
context are the key elements for our 
missional community. God is doing a 
new thing and we must learn together 
what it is. Structure is important but 
context is essential.”

Opting for Tier Two is the Rev. Peter 
Barnes, pastor of Westlake Hills Pres-
byterian Church in Austin, Texas. “We 
want to remain within the PC(USA) 
but differentiate ourselves from it to a 
certain extent,” he said.

Context is all-important, Barnes 
said. “It’s okay to be an evangelical in 
the Synod of Southern California and 
Hawaii, but not in the Synod of the 
Northeast.” His presbytery, Mission 

Presbytery, “is divided,” he said, “so 
we came up with the idea of an ‘over-
lay presbytery.’”

Tentatively titled the Presbytery of 
Central and South Texas, the new pres-
bytery would share boundaries with 
Mission Presbytery and remain in the 
PC(USA). “We would join where we 
can but differentiate ourselves where 
we must,” Barnes said. Congregations 
would be allowed to self-select which 
presbytery to belong to.

“This idea was born out of mu-
tual respect and a longing for peace,” 
Barnes said. “We need to differentiate 
but stay connected, focus on ministry 
that is missional. “Some [congrega-
tions] have a foot out the door, some 
want to stay no matter what, some are 
in between and want to find a way to 
stay,” he said, “but only in a way that 
ensures faithfulness and rights of con-
science.”

Singleton spoke on behalf of Tier 
Three, calling it an “intra-presbytery” 
option. “You are going to stay in your 
same presbytery, but are creating two 
different elements or ‘orders’ within 
the presbytery … based on your sup-
port or opposition to 10-A (the recent-
ly adopted constitutional amendment 
that replaces the requirement that 
church officers practice “fidelity with-
in the covenant of marriage between a 
man and a woman or chastity in sin-
gleness” with the requirement to “sub-
mit joyfully to the Lordship of Jesus 
Christ in all aspects of life.”

Tiery-eyed

Gathering Studies ‘Differentiation’ Options from PC(USA)

The Christian Community Out-
reach of Neffs, Ohio, is looking for 
someone, perhaps a retired furnace 
repair person, to fix six furnaces in 
homes that were flooded this sum-
mer. They have some money to pay for 
parts and supplies, but not a lot for la-
bor. If you are able to help, please call 
David Demarest at (304)280-3206.

Members of presbytery are invited 
to attend a webinar on “Stewardship, 
Preaching, and Teaching” on Sept. 13 
at 2 p.m. at the presbytery office. The 
webinar is hosted by Presbyterian 
Outlook.

For more information, contact the 
presbytery office at (304) 232-3490.

Starkdale Members 
Constructed Float 
for Town Parade

Stewardship 
Webinar Set

Furnace Repair 
Needed
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The following story ran in the Wheeling News-Regis-
ter on Sunday, July 31. The News-Register owns all rights 
to this story.

What happens when mild-mannered members of 
a Bible study group turn into “Guerrilla Lovers”? Well, 
a whole church can be transformed by committing 
unexpected acts of compassion beginning in the local 
community and extending to the global community.

That is exactly what has happened at Calvary 
Presbyterian Church in St. Clairsville where, in a pe-
riod of three months, 160 dresses for girls were sewn 
and 16 girls’ dresses, 72 boys’ shirts and 117 pairs of 
boys’ shorts were purchased. All of the clothing was 
donated to an orphanage in Haiti this month.

In the words of church member Ellen Kilgore, this 
“small miracle” grew from a tiny seed that was plant-
ed in the spring. Earlier this year, the Rev. Laurie Arm-
strong, Calvary’s minister, suggested that the small 
Bible study group read Vince Antonucci’s book, 
“Guerrilla Lovers.” In that volume, subtitled “Chang-
ing the World With Revolutionary Compassion,” 
Antonucci advocated performing “surprise acts of 
love.”

Inspired, the eight women in the Bible study 
group began looking for ways to perform “acts of 
love” for their neighbors. Kilgore, for example, baked 
cookies for the city’s trash collectors and, on a snowy 
day, took home-baked cookies to the Ohio Highway 
Patrol office in St. Clairsville. Others performed simi-
lar acts of kindness.

But the group members were seeking a bigger 
project to share their love. After reading an article 
in the Sunday News-Register about women of Law-
rencefield Parish (Episcopal) Church in Wheeling 
making dresses for girls in a Haitian orphanage, they 
decided to launch a similar project. While searching 
for recipients, they read newspaper articles about St. 
Clairsville resident Becky Coleman Massey’s work 
with Imagine Missions’ orphanage in Haiti.

The Loyal Oak Community Chapel Chil-
dren’s Home in Despinos, Haiti, became a perfect 
fit for the Guerrilla Lovers’ sewing project. Add-
ing a special connection, Massey’s grandmother, 
Peg Coleman, is a member of Calvary Presbyterian. 
     “Everything just sort of clicked,” said Ruth Lizon, a 
Bible study member who served as chair of the project. 
Kilgore remarked, “It started out with us just want-
ing to do little things, and then we wanted to do more 
and go out in the world.”

What happened next, in the women’s minds, was 
nothing short of a miracle. The eight group members 
recognized that the project was too big for them to 
tackle alone, so they approached the congregation for 
assistance.

Calvary’s members responded enthusiastically 

Retired Presbyterian minister Dr. 
H. Gene Toot of East Liverpool, Ohio, 
was recently inducted into the Lou 
Holtz Upper Ohio Valley Hall of Fame. 
He was honored for his longtime min-
isterial career, as well as his six-year 
stint as East Liverpool Area Chamber 
of Commerce executive director, his 
service as a member of the East Liver-
pool Board of Education and as chap-
lain at City Hospital. 

Toot was the driving force in cre-
ating the annual Easter Pageant on 
the Hillside at Trinity Presbyterian 
Church. He also has many years of 
involvement with the YMCA, Rotary 
Club, Tri-State Pottery Festival, Faw-
cett Foundation, East Liverpool Area 
Prayer Breakfast and City Design Re-
view Board. For many years he played 
in the East Liverpool Men’s Softball 
League and the East Liverpool Church 
Men’s Bowling League. Dr. Toot is also 
a noted dahlia grower, having grown 

First Presbyterian Church, 1307 
Chapline Street, in Downtown Wheel-
ing invites you every Wednesday from 
12:05 – 12:30 p.m. in the first floor 
small chapel for Praise, Prayer, Music, 
and a Message. Then bring your own 
brown bag lunch to eat downstairs in 
the church’s social hall, share fellow-
ship and conversation – coffee, tea, 
and soft drinks provided. 

The service concludes by 1 p.m. so 
those on a tight schedule have plenty 
of time to worship, eat, and get back 
to work. Those who want to stay and 
visit longer are welcome to do so!

“Wednesday noons are like a spiri-
tual oasis for the middle of my work 
week. I love coming here,” says one 
long-time participant who has been a 
regular at TGIW since its beginning. 
“You’ll be glad you came!” 

Everyone is welcome – people of 
all denominations (or none), seekers, 
inquirers, you name it – the church is 
an equal opportunity provider of re-
freshment for body, mind and spirit! 
Join us! 

Call Pastor Bob Willits at (304) 232-
3383 or send email to sbwillits@yahoo.
com for more information or to offer 
ideas for speakers, music requests or 
hot topics to address. 

The Wee Kirk 2011 Northeast (PA) 
Small Church Conference will be held 
October 10-12, at the Laurelville Men-
nonite Church Center in Mt. Pleasant, 

Chapel Looking for Tutors

Laughlin Memorial Chapel in Wheeling, W.Va., is looking 
for applicants for the position of after school educators for high 
school students. The hours are Monday-Thursday 2:30 p.m. - 7 
p.m. 

Certified teachers are preferred but not required. For more in-
formation, contact the Rev. Marcia Allen at (304) 232-2630 or send 
a resume to Laughlin Chapel, PO Box 6195, Wheeling, WV 26003.

Wee Kirk Northeast Conference Set for October 10-12

Retired Minister Dr. Gene Toot 
Inducted Into Lou Holtz Hall of Fame

Thank God It’s 
Wednesday!

Stitches of Compassion: ‘Guerilla Lovers’ Sew Kindness, Love
by joining the sewing effort, purchasing clothing and 
making monetary donations for the project and for 
the orphanage.

The complete collection and a generous cash do-
nation were presented to Massey during the church’s 
outdoor service and picnic at St. Clairsville Memorial 
Park Rotary Pavilion Sunday, July 17.

To start the work, Lizon said, “We used a pattern 
that we got from the Dresses for Africa website. We 
bought some patterns, too, for little sundresses.

Marty Hildebrand, a Bible study member who 
also is a quilter with the Fort Henry Piecemakers, 
made dresses and donated a lot of fabric for the proj-
ect, preparing packets of material for parishioners to 
pick up at coffee hour. “I’d cut some fabric and put 
different colors together (for the packets), she said, 
adding, “It was so much fun seeing what they (the 
other sewers) had done with it.

Hildebrand said some of the dressmakers added 
special decorative touches to the sundresses, such as 
attaching beads to shoulder straps, putting a differ-
ent strip of fabric near the hem, creating heart-shaped 
pockets or affixing unusual buttons.

Other sewers and quilters, including some out-
side the church, also donated material from their 
“stash of fabric. “A lot of people made dresses with 
their own fabric, Lizon added. “A lot said they hadn’t 
sewed for a long time.

The group didn’t keep track of how many people 
sewed, but they estimated that about 20 participated. 
“We certainly were impressed with how many (out-
fits) we got. It really, really did grow, Hildebrand said.

Regarding the project’s impact, Kilgore com-
mented, “It put new life in the congregation. People 
were excited to see everything as it was turned in.

Every Sunday, the new clothes were displayed in 
the church hall during coffee hour. A couple of little 
girls in the congregation even modeled some of the 
dresses, Armstrong said.

While seamstresses donated their time and skill 
to make dresses, other members of the congregation 
were “very generous with their contributions or they 
bought the boys’ clothing, Lizon said.

Referring to Lizon, Armstrong aded, “Someone 
who doesn’t sew made quite a contribution. The oth-
er women agreed that Lizon was “a great organizer.

Citing examples of parishioners’ involvement, 
Kilgore said, “An older member who felt she was 
unable to help in many ways, who was a wonder-
ful seamstress who had made beautiful Barbie doll 
clothes for many years, found great joy in creating 
beautiful, colorful dresses.

“A real estate agent who found little to watch on 
television took great pleasure in getting out her sewing 
machine after a busy day and filling her evenings with 

stitching up dress after dress,” Kilgore added. “One 
of our ladies who had raised sons, the youngest just 
graduating from college this year, took delight in 
sewing beautiful dresses for little girls.”

Participants showed great dedication to the sew-
ing project. One seamstress even took her sewing 
machine to the beach, while another “went to Sev-
en Springs and her sewing machine went with her, 
Kilgore related.

Armstrong commented, “Everybody needs to 
have a purpose. Everybody needs to know that what 
they do matters. As we let God’s love flow through 
us, we are healed.

The minister added, “It’s not just hearing the 
Gospels and listening to someone preach, it’s about 
getting off our duffs and doing something about it 
and putting it (love) into action.

Currently, 130 children live at the orphanage. 
Massey, who was impressed and amazed by the 
church members’ generosity, told them, “All of these 
kids are going to have a couple of outfits.

At the picnic, dresses were hung on clothes-
lines stretched between trees in the park and 
other items were displayed on tables in the 
shelter. “Ruth (Lizon) wanted to have all the 
dresses out, and they did, Armstrong said. 
     The minister added, “When Becky (Massey) was 
telling the story of the orphanage and preaching, she 
talked about how in Haiti when they wash clothes, they 
hang them in the trees. She enjoyed seeing how we’d 
displayed them.

Imagine Missions, which was formed in 2009 by 
a group of young adults, is based in Dennison, Ohio. 
Volunteers from the group have made several mis-
sion trips to Haiti. Imagine Missions took over opera-
tions of the orphanage in Despinos in January, after 
the longtime director retired. Melissa Young, a for-
mer teacher from Uhrichsville, is now the home’s di-
rector.

The Bible study members will now move on to 
another project, Lizon said, but they don’t rule out 
the possibility of helping the orphanage again. “We 
know that there’s always a need, she said.

“It was a lot of fun, Lizon remarked. “It’s kind of 
sad to see it end. But we’ll go and do another thing.

The minister called the Guerrilla Lovers “a good 
group of ladies who are just fun to work with. Arm-
strong said the group plans to hold a “Breakfast With 
the Angels in December, that will be open to pre-
schoolers, very young children and their parents. 
“They’ll hear about the story of Jesus, she said.

Reflecting on the “Guerrilla Lovers theme, 
Kilgore said, “That Bible study opened us to looking 
for things to do.”

Copyright 2011 The Intelligencer / Wheeling News-
Register. All rights reserved. 

two grand champions in American 
Dahlia Society National Shows and 
one ADS Mid-West grand champion.

In addition to hearing Coach Holtz 
speak, U.S. Speaker of the House John 
Boehner, who was inducted as a Dis-
tinguished American, also addressed 
attendees. 

Pa. 
The purpose of the conference is to 

inspire, equip, motivate and encour-
age small PC(USA) Churches and 

to provide rest and refreshment for 
the Clergy and Lay Leaders of those 
churches.

The cost to register is based upon 
church size: Churches with up to 125 
members: $75 for a husband & wife 
or $50 per single registrant; Churches 
with 126-200 members: $100 for a hus-
band & wife or $75 per single regis-
trant; all others: $250

This conference is a ministry of 
Presbyterians for Renewal. Co-Spon-
sored by the Small Church & Commu-
nity Ministry Office of the PC(USA) 
and Synod of the Trinity. 

Online registration is available at 
www.pfrenewal.org. 

For more information, contact 
Mark Unrue at (740) 922-9190 or e-mail 
revun@sbcglobal.net.

Members of presbytery are invited 
to attend a webinar on “Stewardship, 
Preaching, and Teaching” on Sept. 13 
at 2 p.m. at the presbytery office. The 
webinar is hosted by Presbyterian 
Outlook.

For more information, contact the 
presbytery office at (304) 232-3490.

Stewardship 
Webinar Set
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terms.
Presbytery would elect the co-

chairs and the Committee on Minis-
try would select its own secretary and 
other officers as needed. Each subcom-
mittee will elect its own chair and sec-
retary.

The following subcommittees 
would serve under the Committee on 
Ministry: Congregational Care and 
Nurture Subcommittee (CC&NC),  
Ministerial Care And Nurture Sub-
committee (MC&NC) , Minister/Con-
gregational Relations Subcommittee 
(M/CRC), Lay Ministry Committee 
(LMC), which would be comprised of  
three members from the Committee on 
Ministry and three members from the 
Training and Development Commit-
tee and the Examination Subcommit-
tee, which would be comprised of 10 
COM members, with a quorum of five, 
including at least two ministers/teach-
ing elders and two ruling elders.

The committee’s rationale for rec-
ommending approval of this merger is 
the following:

“The proposed changes come from 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE1

Laughlin Memorial Chapel in 
Wheeling, W.Va., had an exciting sum-
mer. Two programs kept busy at the 
chapel five days a week from June 21-
July 29.

Energy Express, a division of the 
West Virginia Extension Department, 
helped students with reading literacy 
in grades K-2 and Laughlin Chapel 
Summer Jam held reading literacy 
classes for students in grades 3-8. Each 
group read in the morning and did 
activities in the afternoon. The kids 
swam Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fri-
days, and Tuesday and Thursday were 
days at the community garden, play-
ground, Painted Star Horse Farm.

Some days, the kids would watch 
movies, visit the library, or work on 
crafts at the Chapel.

Each day started with a delicious 
breakfast, followed by Harambee, 
which means, Let’s pull together, in 
Swahili. During Harambee, the chil-
dren sang, listen to a book read by a 
community guest reader, cheered or 
took a moment of silence to reflect on 

Presbyterian News Service

 A short video, a little bit of show 
and tell, and a lot of discussion ― it’s 
the way Kim Coulter led her class on 
social media here at Buena Vista Uni-
versity (BVU) during the 58th Synod 
of Lakes and Prairies’ Synod School.

With an opening video that pro-
claimed, “If Facebook were a country, 
it’d be the world’s third largest,” Coul-
ter made the argument that social me-
dia can play a role in the church.

The video, Erik Qualman’s “Social 
Media Revolution 2011,” pointed out 
that 93 percent of marketers use social 
media for business and Coulter said, 
“If companies can do that, why can’t 
churches do that?”

Coulter, an avid user of social media 
herself, on Twitter as @desmoinespres-
by, said, “Part of social networking, to 
me, can be evangelism. You can talk 
about your faith to your friends from 
church and among your friends who 
aren’t in church.”

Walking from table to table in what 
is normally a computer lab at BVU, 
Coulter answered questions about 
Facebook and Twitter from partici-
pants whose social media experience 
varied from beginner to expert.

“They (social media) teach me 
things about their church community 
and how they’re using Facebook,” she 
said. “It’s all about sharing God’s good 
news by telling our stories.”

On the screen in front of the class-
room, Coulter points out the Twitter 
“hashtag” for Synod School ― #syn-
odschool ― and what happens when 
a Twitter message is “retweeted” (an 
original message repeated by one of 
the followers of the message origina-
tor.) “See,” Coulter said, “You’ve just 
expanded your audience.”

During the week, she helped the 20-
plus participants in her class connect 
online in new ways. By the end of the 
week, at least 18 had established Face-
book accounts and eight created Twit-
ter accounts, Coulter said.

“Internet users can find community 
online. Church can happen through 
these networking environments if we 
only choose to live out God’s plan for 
us,” she said.

two committees whose duties are so in-
tertwined and whose members believe 
a merger and restructuring would al-
low them to work more effectively. The 
Committee does urge the combined 
committee, should this legislation 
pass, to consider reducing the number 
of its members once it determines how 
many it needs to do its work.”

The subject of merging these two 
committees will be discussed further 
at the September meeting of Presby-
tery.

The Bills and Overtures Commit-
tee also presented a recommenda-
tion to amend the presbytery bylaws 
in regard to how commissioners are 
chosen to represent the presbytery at 
the synod and General Assembly. The 
amendment would change the way 
commissioners are chosen and who 
would qualify to be nominated. This 
topic will also be discussed further at 
the September meeting of Presbytery.

Fifty-one of presbytery’s 86 congre-
gations were represented with $634 
collected in the mission offering.

The next meeting of presbytery is 
Sept. 27 at Trinity Presbyterian Church 
in East Liverpool, Ohio.

June presbytery meeting 

the good things in their lives. After 
Harambee, they would go to their in-
dividual classes to begin reading their 
books. 

Each week the kids were greeted 
with a different theme. Those themes 
included Going Green, Friendship, 
Family, Adventure, Imagination and 
When I Grow Up. Every child was able 
to keep the book that from which they 
read.

Following reading, lunch was 
served and then the afternoon activi-
ties began and at the end of the day, 
students were served a snack before 
they returned home.  

The students also participated in 
community activities. They presented 
Harambee at the Black Heritage Fes-
tival in June and at Vance Memorial 
Presbyterian Church in Wheeling in 
July. 

The students completed their first 
Summer Jam Newsletter, called The 
Chapel Times. Much thanks was given 
to the summer interns, Jonathan Kolks, 
KaitlinWegrzyn, Sarah Flynns, Aaron 

Laughlin Chapel Kids Enjoyed Fun Summer Activities
Simpson, Ryan Norman for the fine 
job they did with the students. Also, 
Ms. Jessica and Ms. Brittany were com-
mended for their hard work in making 
this program a success. Anyone who 
would like a copy of The Chapel Times 
can get one by calling the Chapel (304) 
232-2630.

Vacation Bible School was held at 
the Chapel during the first week of 
August. The theme this year was “Is-
land Odyssey.”

Approximately 30 students at-
tended the evening session from 6:30- 
8:30. The children were eager to read 
and learn the daily Bible verses. Tim 
Orr, Christy Covington Fontaine, the 
Rev. Danny Mason, and Tom Roberts 
helped teach the VBS classes.

The Chapel wishes to thank every-
one who donated school supplies to 
help make the annual Back to School 
give-away a success. Each child who 
came to the event received a free back-
pack filled with school supplies and 
was able to enjoy the street fair with 
food games and music. 

New Media Role 
in Evangelism

BOOK REVIEW

A new book offers a critical examination of the Twi-
light series from both a theological and feminist stand-
point. In The Gospel according to Twilight: Women, 
Sex, and God (Westminster John Knox Press), author 
Elaine A. Heath analyzes the disturbing messages about 
women, marriage, and family Stephenie Meyer could be 
sending to young readers of the popular series, particu-
larly through its gender stereotypes and depictions of 
violence against women. The book comes just as Break-
ing Dawn, Part One prepares to hit theatres on Novem-
ber 18.

Heath is not adverse to all aspects of the series, how-
ever. Her analysis also considers the “good news” found 
in Twilight’s theological themes of salvation, reconcilia-
tion, and love. Moreover, Heath suggests the characters 
of Edward, Carlisle, and Bella act as a “triad of saviors,” 

Is Twilight bad 
news for girls?

New Book Offers Feminist Critique 
of Popular Series

and deliberates the possibility of Bella as a Christ figure. 
She also explores the treatment of organized religion in 
the series, and considers how Meyer’s Mormon belief 
system affects her theology within Twilight, and how it 
could influence readers’ interpretation. Twilight’s treat-
ment of the concepts of sin, heaven, hell, and resurrec-
tion is also examined.

The Gospel according to Twilight also includes ques-
tions for youth and adult groups or for classroom dis-
cussions.

Elaine A. Heath is Associate Professor of Evangelism at 
Perkins School of Theology, Southern Methodist University. 
An active participant in Emergent Village and the emerging 
church conversation, she is the cofounder of New Day, a new 
monastic community in Dallas, Texas. She is an ordained 
Methodist minister.
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Call Chap’s for doing your family portrait,
Reunions, Weddings, Senior Graduation
Portraits, Public Relations Photography,

Schools, Bands, and much more.

Go to church and then bring your church bulletin,
signed by the minister, and receive 

10% off of your sitting fee.

Please, visit us on the web.
www.Chapsphotography.com

We have been a family business since 1953

We are a member of the International Christian Photographer’s Association

Smile, God loves you!

WISHES YOU A BLESSED 
NEW YEAR

Chap’s Photography - 304-232-0125

Chap’s Photography

General Assembly Mission Council
PC(USA)

Bible literacy is on a steep decline. 
Fifty-five percent of adults surveyed 
by the Pew Research Center could not 
name the four Gospels, 66 percent do 
not know who delivered the Sermon 
on the Mount, and 12 percent of Amer-
icans questioned identified Joan of Arc 
as Noah’s wife.

Reading the Bible is on a down-
ward trend as well. In fact, only 37 
percent of Americans said they read 
the Bible at least once a week; 19 per-
cent participated in a small group for 
Bible study, prayer, and Christian fel-
lowship. In addition, only a minority 
of Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) laity 
report reading the Bible on their own, 
either “at least daily” (members, 18 
percent; elders, 17 percent) or “often, 
but not daily” (16 percent; 17 percent).

The Bible is the root of Christian 
faith—sharing stories of God’s interac-
tions with God’s people with the inten-
tion of instructing the reader in how he 
or she should live his or her life. How, 
then, if readership and knowledge of 
the Bible are decreasing, can believ-
ers strive to be “Christ-like” without 
knowing God’s commands for being a 
Christian?

The Year of the Bible is a compre-
hensive Bible-reading program de-
signed for group and individual study. 
Newly revised, this ever-popular 
study offers a sweeping introduction 
to biblical themes, persons, and con-
cepts.

Published by Witherspoon Press, 
The Year of the Bible includes a de-
tailed reading schedule for every day 
of one year, leading participants to 
a better understanding of Scripture. 
Newcomers to the Bible and longtime 
readers alike will find their Christian 
faith enhanced and feel a sense of ac-
complishment from reading God’s 
Word in its entirety.

“The Year of the Bible is the best 
resource I know for guiding a con-
gregation in the discipline of reading 
and studying the Bible,” said Donald 
L. Griggs, Christian educator and au-
thor of The Bible from Scratch. “I am 
sure individuals and congregations 
that undertake such a discipline will 

The Oakland Presbyterian Church 
in Weirton, W.Va., welcomed Doug 
and Meg Fraiser, who are Wycliffe 
Bible Translators, to a recent morning 
worship service.

The Fraisers have visited on other 
occasions over the years and church 
leaders feel blessed to have them as 
co-speakers. The couple shared their 
experiences in the Philippines and in 
Malaysia with the Oakland congrega-
tion.

The Fraisers said the cost of liv-
ing in Malaysia is much lower than in 
the United States. They work with the 
Manabo and are consultants in Malay-
sia where they work with colleagues 
and language communities the coun-
try.

The Fraisers have two sons, Ian 
and Kirk. Ian was a year old when the 
Fraisers first visited the congregation 
in 1989. He is now 22 and married. He 
lives with his wife, Stephanie, in Ar-
kansas where Ian works as a graphic 
designer for Lightbearers Ministry. 
Kirk is a freshman at John Brown Uni-
versity majoring in engineering.

When not doing mission work 
overseas, the Fraisers reside in Gaines-
ville, Fla.

The Upper Ohio Valley Presbyteri-
an Women have voted to make Chigo-
di Women’s Center in Malawi one of 
their mission projects for the next two 
years. Chigodi is a training center for 
the women of Blantyre Synod of which 
Domasi Presbytery is part.

In Malawi, as in most societies, 
women bear the weight of providing 
for their families. Chigodi helps give 
the education, the encouragement and 
the support women need. Presbyterian 
Women hope to raise enough money 
to provide at least one scholarship.  

Kay Day, the presbytery’s Mission 
Co-Worker in Malawi is reaching out 
for help. Chigodi is a lifeline for these 
women and a very worthwhile project.

The women will also continue to 
help Laughlin’s Chapel and The Shack 
as well as many local missions through 
their individual churches.

Synod PW projects for this year will 
include Roma Baskets to help women 
in Carpath-Ukraine and the Congo 
Palm Development Project, as well as 
a local project called Root. 

By Emily Enders Odom 
General Assembly Mission Council 

Office of Vocation

Since he became pastor of the 
33-member Lavonia (Ga.) Presbyterian 
Church on July 15, Jason Clapper has 
been out every day knocking on doors.

“We had five new people come out 
to church this past weekend, which 
was really exciting for the congrega-
tion to see,” Clapper said. “I’m see-
ing it myself but I’m also being told by 
people in the congregation that every-
one is just really coming alive with a 
new hope. There’s a new energy and 
a new vibrancy that everyone is feel-
ing.”

Clapper is one of ten recent semi-
nary graduates who have received 
their first calls to ministry in the sec-
ond year of For Such a Time as This, a 
pastoral residency program designed 
to renew the Presbyterian Church 
(U.S.A.) by equipping new pastors to 
grow small churches Deep and Wide 
in evangelism, discipleship, servant-
hood and diversity.

The ten members of the Class of 
2011 gathered here from August 22 
– 25 for a comprehensive orientation 

Doug and Meg Frasier shared their experi-
ences as missionaries in Malaysia and the 
Philippines with the congregation at Oakland 
Presbyterian Church in Weirton recently.

Oakland Church 
Welcomes
Missionaries 
from Malaysia

UOVP Women 
Support Mission 
Overseas and 
Locally

U.S. Bible Literacy Sees Steep Decline
receive a multitude of blessings.”

James E. Davison, director of con-
tinuing education at Pittsburgh Theo-
logical Seminary and author of The 
Year of the Bible, conjured up the idea 
for this study several years ago. He 
encouraged members of his church 
to read the whole Bible in one year as  
a congregation-wide project.

Davison said, “The Bible became 
much better known and appreciated 
by folks in the congregation; a deeper 
sense of unity developed within the 
congregation. People began to share 
their impressions and questions with 
each other. They seemed to relish the 
sense that they are ‘in this together.’ ”

Since its inception, The Year of the 
Bible has been used by nearly 60,000 
people in the United States and Can-
ada. 

Learn more about the study by vis-
iting www.pcusa.org.

For Such a Time as This Program 
Pastoral Residents Commissioned

program, during which they were 
commissioned for service in small 
congregations in the program’s part-
ner presbyteries of Heartland, Tropi-
cal Florida, Western North Carolina, 
West Virginia and Northeast Georgia/
Charleston-Atlantic. The six mem-
bers of the inaugural Class of 2010 
were also on hand to celebrate and 
to pray for their new colleagues and 
participate in their own midpoint in-
formational and sharing session at the 
Presbyterian Center.

“I think that overall the thing that 
has been best for me this week was 
meeting my peer group and getting 
in contact with other people who are 
called to small church ministry,” Clap-
per said. “I was also excited to see 
what’s been happening with last year’s 
pastoral residents, hearing their suc-
cess stories, and being encouraged by 
that.”

Clapper, who was raised in a small 
church, said that his pastor had a 
“huge influence and impact” on his 
life. “God has placed a love in my 
heart for small congregations,” he 
said. “I want to be part of this experi-
ence because God has called me to this 
time and this place to be a minister of 
the gospel. I feel that this program will 
help me to grow into this call.”

Launched by the General Assem-
bly Mission Council (GAMC) in Fall 
2009, For Such a Time as This: A Small 
Church Residency—Growing Leaders, 
Growing Churches is a timely and in-
novative program that pairs small, un-
derserved congregations with recent 
seminary graduates in a two-year pas-
toral residency relationship. One of the 
program’s unique features is that each 
pastoral resident receives the support 
and guidance of a network of pas-
tor/mentors, presbytery and national 
church leaders, all of whom participat-
ed in the orientation.

Named for a reference from the 
book of Esther, For Such a Time as 
This deliberately invokes Esther’s 
unexpected rise to leadership in her 
own day even as the PC(USA) is call-
ing forth leaders to serve in a rapidly 
changing and challenging 21st centu-
ry context, in which about 4,000 of the 
denomination’s over 10,000 congrega-
tions average less than 50 people in at-
tendance each Sunday.

deadline  for  the 
nov/dec issue  of 
the connector  is 
october 19, 2011
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If you are looking for a relaxing 
evening out with a chance to enjoy live 
music in a casual environment, Grace 
Presbyterian Church in Martins Ferry, 
Ohio, may have the solution.

The Holy Grounds Café in Martins 
Ferry is open Thursday evenings from 
7 p.m. – 9:30 p.m. Opening night was 
September 8.

The café features an Open Micro-
phone night, with several local artists 
already lined up to play. Additionally, 
guest musicians often come to share 
their talents with mini-concerts. In the 
past, the Café has presented The Chri-
sages Brothers and “HEH”, featuring 
the Rev. Ed Smith. Several perfor-
mance slots are available, so aspiring 
musicians (vocal or instrumental) are 
strongly encouraged to come out and 
perform. Poetry readings or other per-
formances are also welcome.  

Hot and cold drinks and a variety 
of snacks are available for a minimal 
donation. The Café also boasts two 
pool tables and free WiFi. It is a great 
environment for relaxing with friends.

Holy Grounds Café is located on 
Hanover Street in Martins Ferry (di-
rectly across from Zontini’s Pizza). 
For more information, call Lisa Buck-
ingham at (740) 633-2699 or find it 
on Facebook at Holy Grounds Grace 
Church.

Stone Presbyterian Church of 
Wheeling, W.Va., held its annual Ice 
Cream Social in July. The Mission & 
Outreach Committee sponsored the 
event. This annual event is a fund-
raiser to support a benevolent cause or 
organization of the committee’s choos-
ing. Despite the rainy evening, 85 peo-
ple attended the event, enjoying ice 
cream sundaes, cookies, brownies, and 
drinks served by congregation mem-
bers while socializing to music provid-
ed by members of the Stone Church 
Rockers, Linda Benyo and Pastor Rob-
ert Nagy. The kids lined up so Janet 
Reeves could paint their faces free.

This year’s event raised $750 for 
Westminster Foundation of WV, a not-
for-profit organization charged with 

Starkdale Presbyterian Church in 
Steubenville, Ohio, is sponsoring a 
chicken grill on Sept. 17 to raise money 
for Abigail’s Angels. Abigail’s Angels 
is an awareness and support group 
formed to support Abigail Kinney and 
others like her.

Abigail has been diagnosed with 
a rate genetic disorder called Leb-
er’s Congenital Amarosis (LCA) that 
causes the eye’s retina to slowly die. 
There are 16 different versions of LCA. 
Abigail’s is caused by a gene called 
RDH12 and is very rare. Scientists 
are researching the disease and have 

developed a gene therapy treatment 
for one of the more common forms of 
LCA. Additional research may lead to 
a similar treatment for Abigail’s form 
of the diseas.

With this in mind, Starkdale Pres-
byterian Church in Steubenville, Ohio, 
is working diligently with Abigail’s 
Angels to raise funds to support that 
research. All Funds raised by Abigail’s 
Angels are donated to the RDH12 
Fund for Sight. The RDH12 Fund for 
Sight is a component fund of the Spar-
tanburg County Foundation, a regis-
tered 501 (3)(c) charitable foundation, 
founded by families of children with 
LCA caused by the RDH12 gene.  The 
fund is committed to specifically sup-
porting research and development 
of a cure for LCA caused by RDH12 
while providing the infrastructure for 
affected families to share information, 
fears and concerns.  

In addition to the chicken grill, the 
event will feature a Chinese auction. 
Even those who cannot attend the 
dinner can participate in the auction. 
Tickets range in price from one for $1 
to 30 for $20 and 200 for $100. Items 
up for auction include teeth whiten-
ing, carpet cleaning, various types of 
crafts, restaurant and mall gift cards 
and even some tools and hardware 
store certificates for the men in the 
family.

For more information, contact a 
member of Starkdale church or call 
the church office at (740) 264-5309.

Starkdale Church Sponsors BBQ Fundraiser

supporting Presbyterian Campus Min-
istry at state colleges and universities 
throughout West Virginia. Its stated 
goal is “the spiritual nurture of col-
lege students.” Currently, more than 
50,000 students are served annually on 
the campuses of West Virginia Univer-
sity, Marshall University, West Liberty 
University, Fairmont State University, 
Mountain State University, and Shep-
herd University by the Foundation, 
through its provision of salaries for or-
dained pastors and/or programming 
funds on each campus. Programs and 
services for students include worship, 
Bible studies, retreats, local, national 
and international mission trips, com-
munity service projects, fellowship 
dinners and social gatherings. 

   Presbyterian Campus Ministries 
also provide needed services such as 
personal crisis counseling and referral, 
emergency financial assistance, food 
pantries of nutritious snacks and food. 
Students consider campus ministry fa-
cilities and friendly Christian staff as 
their “homes and family away from 
home.” Additional details about West-
minster Foundation, as well as contact 
information for Presbyterian campus 
pastors and ministries at each campus 
can be viewed on its website at http://
www.westminsterwv.org.  Upper 
Ohio Valley Presbytery churches are 
encouraged to use this information to 
alert specific campus ministry staff at 
each university to the presence of stu-
dents from their congregations. 

Area businesses whose donations 
of food and other items contributed 
to the fundraiser’s success were Ben 
Franklin Crafts, Bethany Pike Conve-
nient Food Mart, Cold Stone Creamery, 
GloTone Cleaners, Great Brook Farm 
(New Hampshire), Mount DeChan-
tal Kroger, Niebergall Ice Co., Paper 
Shack, Riesbeck Food Market at Elm 
Grove Crossing Mall, and Walmart at 
the Highlands. 

Holy Grounds Co-Director David 
Buckingham performs for an au-
dience at the café, which is open 
Thursday evenings from 7p.m.-9:30 
p.m. 

Coffeehouse 
Provides Relaxing 
Night Out

Richard Stricklin, Ann Scherich, Earl Kurre, JoAnn Norman, Jean Kurre, Phil 
Maxwell, and Lois Stricklin enjoy ice cream and fellowship at Stone Presbyte-
rian Church’s annual Ice Cream Social. 

Stone Church Raises Funds for 
Presbyterian Campus Ministries

Starkdale Presbyterian Church in Steuben-
ville, Ohio, is sponsoring a grilled chicken 
dinner on Sept. 17 from 4-7 p.m. Tickets are 
$9 for adults and $4.50 for children. The fes-
tivities will include a Chinese Auction. All pro-
ceeds will go to the Abigail’s Angels RDH12 
Fund for Sight.

For anyone who has not had a 
chance to attend recent Sacred Spaces 
gatherings, it’s not too late to cash in 
on these special worship services. The 
next gathering is September 11 at First 
Presbyterian Church in Martins Ferry, 
Ohio.

Those who have attended previous 
gatherings say “the presence of the 
Lord is palpable and sweet.”

“This is such a good combination 
of worship music, creative expression 
and unique calling of the people of 
God,” said Nancy DeStefano, director 
of Christian Education for the Upper 
Ohio Valley Presbytery. She encour-
ages the  youth of the presbytery to at-
tend at least one of these gatherings so 
they can experience worship “in a new 
and fresh way.”

The Center for Ministry and Lead-
ership Development at Union Presby-
terian Seminary in Richmond, Virginia, 
is excited to announce an innovative 
technology event called, “A Byte of the 
Future – A Conference on Using Tech-
nology in Worship and Education.”

 The conference will take place on 
the center’s Richmond campus Oc-
tober 18-20, and features keynotes, 
workshops, and model worship and 
education segments to show what can 
be done with technology in the church 
while remaining faithful. Questions to 
be addressed include ‘How have exist-
ing and emerging technologies impact-
ed religious faith and practices?’, and 
‘How can technology benefit worship 
and education?’ 

For more information or to register 
online, go to www.upsem.edu. Eve-
ning keynote addresses will be avail-
able online free and open to the public.

Sacred Spaces 
Is a Success

Technology in 
Worship Event 
Planned


