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Opinion

Let a Thousand
Flowers Bloom

by Cynthia Bolbach, Moderator
219th General Assembly PC(U.S.A.)

Where is the Presbyterian Church
(U.S.A.) headed? I wish I knew.

Serious, engaged, and exciting dis-
cussion about what our future will, or
should, look like is going on all around
the church.

The discussion is taking many forms.
Presbyteries are talking about what a
“missional polity” really means as they
debate the merits of the proposed new
Form of Government. The Commission
on Middle Governing Bodies is actively
seeking input on how presbyteries and
synods can best help us proclaim the
gospel effectively (check out commis-
sion moderator Tod Bolsinger’s engag-
ing blog posts.

A group of pastors and elders calling
themselves the Presbyterian Fellowship
issued a white paper in February called,
“Time for Something New.” The paper
prompted responses from across the
spectrum, including one from Gradye
Parsons, Stated Clerk of the General As-
sembly, Linda Valentine, Executive Di-
rector of the General Assembly Mission
Council, and me. A number of other re-
sponses are out there. And, just a couple
of weeks ago, over 300 people attended
a conference in Indianapolis on what
the “Next” church might look like.

My guess is that if you dip into any,
or all, of these (and I urge you to do so),
you'll find things with which to agree
and disagree. There is, however, one
common denominator: the recognition
that the denomination has to change.
The question, of course, is how.

We're not going to answer how over-
night. To me, the most important part of
all of this is that the dialogue is happen-
ing. We are recognizing that persons on
all points of the theological spectrum
within the PC(USA) have valid view-
points, even if we don’t agree with those
viewpoints. We are struggling — to-
gether — to discern what and who God
is calling us to be.

Wasn't it Mao Zedong who said,
“Let a thousand flowers bloom?” I may
be making Presbyterian history here by
quoting Mao. But can we have a thou-
sand discussions bloom over the next
few months? Let the conversations con-
tinue!

What's New at Presbytery's Resource Center

Not Your Parents’ Offering Plate by ]. Clif Christopher - The author offers a new
vision for financial stewardship asserting that people give to the church when we
offer them a compelling vision of the good their giving will achieve.

Theology for Presbyterians, from the Being Reformed: Faith Seeking Understand-
ing series - Leader's guide, participant's guide for a six-session study. Good for

new member classes.

Basic: Fear God by Francis Chan - In this 14-minute NOOMA-like DVD, pastor
and author Chan talks about the importance of fearing God. Includes guide for

small group discussion.

Love Wins by Rob Bell - The author's latest book talks about heaven and hell.

Christianity and World Religions by Adam Hamilton - A six-session DVD study
based on the book of the same name. It examines Hinduism, Buddhism, Islam,
Judaism and Christianity. Includes the book, leader's guide and a pastor's guide.

Milk and Honey Cooking School by Daphna Flegal and LeeDell Stickler - Com-
plete instructions on how to hold an event that teaches the history of the Hebrew
people and offers samples of food from different eras.

To borrow any of these resources contact Cathy Cipriani at 304-232-3490 or

rcenter@uovpresby.org.

the deadline for

the june issue of

the connector is
may 6

@he @onnector - APRIL 2011

Limestone Congregation's Christmas Projects
Help Children of Local Families

The congregation of Limestone Presbyterian Church shared the Joy of Christ’s birth through several
outreach projects during November and December of 2010. The Appalachian Outreach Shoe Box Program
has become a tradition at the church, headed by the Session Outreach Committee chair. This year there
were nearly 50 shoeboxes contributed. Each one contained hygiene products, reading material, gloves,
hats, socks and various other practical items. The Appalachian Outreach Organization in Glen Dale,
W.Va,, distributed the brightly wrapped boxes to elderly people in the Southern Appalachian counties of
West Virginia.

In addition to the shoebox program, the deacons of the church organized a group of Salvation Army
bell ringers. Each volunteer served a one-hour shift on December 4 at the Kettle located in the Kroger
shopping plaza in Moundsville. Bell ringers alternated shifts from 9 a.m. until 6 p.m. as they shared the
message of Christmas with passersby. The volunteers spoke with friends from around the county as they
stopped to chat after grocery shopping and dropped their donations in the red bucket. Children were ex-
cited to put money in the bucket and return the “Merry Christmas” greetings.

The church also helped three local families by providing clothing and shoes for the nine children of
those three families. The families were facing illness, job loss and other changes in circumstance. The
deacons of the church made paper star ornaments with ages, sizes and requested clothing items listed on
them. They hung the ornaments in the church’s narthex so that members of the congregation could select a
star and provide the gift listed. Within two weeks, the wrapped packages were returned to the church and
delivered to the families by Christmas. In addition to the requested items, extra surprises were included
along with prayers and love for the struggling families.

PEW CUSHIONS

custom made for any style pew. Fine fabrics, excellent col-
ors, competitively priced. On your next seating project,
contact Waggoners, the cushion specialists!

—write or call—

Waggoners, Inc.
P.O. Box 1037 Hutchinson, KS 67504
NATIONWIDE 1-800-396-7555




Spring is finally on the
horizon: Amen!

By Gradye Parsons
Stated Clerk, General Assembly
PC (U.S.A.)

It looks like spring might finally come
after a winter filled with snowstorms, ice,
bitter winds and new records for low tem-
peratures. Winter may have a last gasp or
two, but in most places things are starting
to warm up. On one hand, my irises are, as
usual, trying to rush the growing season.
On the other hand, my roses are wisely
laying low until evidence of several sunny
days in a row.

In the congregation where I worship,
we have a long tradition of confirmation
classes slogging through winter by study-
ing theology, history, polity and Scripture.
Now, as spring approaches, these young-
sters are writing down their own under-
standing of what it all means. Soon, they
will meet with the session and answer
questions about their faith and what they
have learned. Elders will most likely gain
new insights on their own faith from the
conversations. I know my faith has already
been enriched through the conversations I
have had with the fine young confirmand
for whom I am a mentor.

The culmination of this leg of their faith
journey will be Easter. The confirmands
will stand with smiling parents before the
congregation and answer questions that
reaffirm the baptismal covenant made
years earlier. The minister will pray, per-
haps by saying, “Defend, O Lord, your
servant with your heavenly grace, that he/
she may continue yours forever, and dai-
ly increase in your Holy Spirit more and
more, until he/she comes to your everlast-
ing kingdom” (Book of Common Worship,
Pastoral Edition, p. 66).

This particular prayer was made very
real to me recently. A member of the Sun-
day school class I teach monthly died af-
ter a long and faith-filled life. According to
witnesses who were with her at the end,
her last word was “Amen.” The winter of
her illness was past; the spring of everlast-
ing life had begun.

As she rests in peace, these young con-
firmands are on the brink of claiming faith
in Jesus for themselves. May theirs also be
long and faith-filled lives. And may you
experience anew your own springtime of
faith. Amen!
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church camping

Beaver Creek Camp

2011

DATE CAMP  COORDINATOR
w57 predmorCampl | MalyYouns
| July89 n Overnighter Camp Molly Young
| July 10-15 n Junior Camp Nancy DeStefano
| July18:22  Opportunity Camp  RyanHale
| July 24-29 n Junior High Camp Tyler Bayless

Aug. 1-3 ~ Pre-Junior Camp 2 . Allan Drake

~ Contact information~

Beaver Creek
| www.beavercreekcamp.com
— 530-385-3490

- Camp Presmont

Camp Presmont

www.presmont.org
740-758-5571

T T T
DATE | CAMP | AGES | CosT

| May 2022 . LgdeghipﬂainLng . Ages Baniupi n D@at@ ]

| June3-5 . FishingCamp n Child and @ardian+ SE)O Familyof2 |

B Jﬂe 810 _ GEndErerE/Grﬂdc@d Cimp+ Ages 87-127 L SES ]

| June 12-17 o+ Senior High Camp _ 4 Grades 9-12 4 180
June 19-24 Junior High Camp Grades 7-8 $180

- - - - + - - - — — 4+ - — — — 4 — — — —
June 25 Mom & Me Ages 5-7 $40

- - — + = = = = = — = = — = = — —

| June 26-July 1 L Music & Dramal n Grades 7-10 n SBO ]

| June 26-July 1 o Canoe Camp i Agesbandup i 180

| July1-4 i Family Camp!1 n AllAges n $87per7night7/pe§)n |
July 6-8 Primary Camp Grades 1-2 $115

i —_ ==+ === =+ == — —

| July7-8 _ Kindergarten Camp n Ages5-6 " $t00 ]
July 10-15 Music & Drama Il Grades 3-6 $180

i —_ == = = =+ == =+ = — — —
July 17-22 Junior Camp Grades 5-6 $180

. T L A R A
July 24-27 Middler Camp Grades 3-4 $115

- — -t - = = = = = 4+ = = — = = — — —
July 30 Homecoming All Ages Donation

- - - — + - — - — — — 4 — — — — 4 — — — —
Oct. 14-16 . Women's Retreat ~ Ages 16 and Up ‘ S75

Let Us Bow Qur Heads. . .

By Kathryn Kunkel, Elder
Follansbee Presbyterian Church
Follansbee, W.Va.

When I was a child, our family
camped.

As many weekends as he could,
Daddy would hook our tiny camper
up to the car, all six of us would pile
in, and we'd take off — as far away as
the Smokey Mountains or New Eng-
land, as near as Lake Austin in Jeffer-
son County, Ohio.

If you attended church and/or Sun-
day school every Sunday, our church
at that time presented you with a per-
fect attendance pin. My three siblings
and I were able to wear those pins
proudly, because no matter where
we were on our camping adventures,
Mom and Dad found some sort of
church service for us to attend.

This was the late ‘50s, early ‘60’s.
Most campgrounds held worship ser-
vices, usually in a clearing with a few
rows of log benches, the worshippers
clad in shorts, camp shirts, and flip-
flops. The music, if not a capella, might
be the soft strumming of an acoustic
guitar. There would be prayer, hymn
singing, a message from a pastor of
any denomination, or, more often,
from just anyone who wanted to share
God’s Word with us; more hymn sing-
ing, more prayer, and then it would be

over. It was always well attended.

We would be left knowing we had
done what God asks of us — worship
him on the Sabbath. It didn’t hurt
that we also knew that when we went
home, and Mom reported that we had
attended worship, it would ensure our
receiving that little pin at the end of
the year!

Attending Sunday school (yes, even
in the summer — imagine that!) and
church each week was a part of our
lives. There were no Sunday morning
sports practices or games. One didn't
go shopping. Our social activities were
planned for after church — not at the
same time. Mom would put the roast
in the oven on low heat before we left
for Sunday school, and dinner was at
1pm.

Church was as it always was.

One kept silent when entering the
sanctuary. There was no greeting of
other members, no conversation. You
found the seat where you sat every
Sunday in memory; you listened to
the organist play several soft pieces
of religious music before worship be-
gan. You followed a ritual of hymns,
scripture, sermon, offering, choral re-
sponses to everything — all the things
we felt were integral to our worship of
the Lord.

Our minister at that time was of
Welsh descent, with a deep, sonorous,

almost musical voice that, as a child,
I thought was coming straight from
God himself. Because I was a child, his
sermons were way over my head, they
were long, and the pews were hard.
Therefore, I amused myself reading
over the papers from Sunday school,
and watching the people in the pews.

When one has listened to a minis-
ter for years, it’s easy to tell when he’s
nearing the end of his sermon. That
was when watching the congregation
became fun.

Rev. Bates would (we thought) end
his sermon, and all our heads would
bow for the prayer.

“In addition . . . “Rev. Bates would
continue, and, like marionettes, all the
heads would rise again for more ser-
mon. Finally, he would wind down,
and all the heads would bow once
more.

“In conclusion . . . “Heads would
pop up again, with surreptitious
glances at wrists.

Finally, Rev. Bates would finish.
“Let us pray.” Heads would, one last
time, bow down, but some heads were
at an odd angle, so that that person
could keep one eye on the minister to
see if he really was going to pray.

He did, and there was a collective
sigh of relief.

Two kinds of worship. One loosely
cobbled together with only one goal —

to worship and praise the Lord. The
other offering the security and comfort
of a liturgy that ensures we've wor-
shipped the Lord correctly.

And who is to say that one or the
other is the right way to offer God our
praise and thanksgiving?

I'm big on tradition, so I like the
“security and comfort” service. It’s
what I grew up with.

And yet, I look around at our world
today and know that what was good
50 years ago is not good for today. The
goal is the same. The way we reach
it doesn’t seem to have kept up with
the times. The empty spaces in our
churches attest to that.

So it’s time to explore. See what
my generation, and my children’s, and
their children’s, generations get from a
worship service. See what they need
from a worship service. And most im-
portant, see how they get what they
need. Because they aren’t doing it the
way we did it!

Fifty years ago, we were the youth
of the church, stretching away from
our parents’ traditions. Our children
are doing the same. We need to lis-
ten to their ideas, embrace their needs,
and pray for God’s guidance in ensur-
ing that we worship and praise Him,
and not get bogged down with the me-
chanics of the process.
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COMMENTS, LETTERS, OPINIONS

The Adjustment Bureau: Can free will prevail over predestination?

A Judas State
of Mind

By Jeff Larson, The Back Pew Guy

In Jesus’ final week there were many
who failed him. His disciples fled, the
priests fumed, the crowds jeered, but
the one I remember the most is Judas.

I wonder about Judas. He was one
of the 12 disciples, he watched the
miracles, he listened to Jesus teach
and disciple, and he witnessed Jesus
compassion and love for the common
man. So what went wrong in Judas
mind? Was he ever truly a follower of
Jesus? Why was he selected to be one
of the 12 disciples? We can all specu-
late about the condition of Judas heart,
but in the end I find myself feeling em-
pathy for him. You see if my sins and
failures were recorded in the Bible I
would be embarrassed, but to be the
one who betrayed Jesus... how could
a person live with that? .. and so Judas
hung himself.

Once again, NOT FUNNY STUFFE
This Easter week. The Bible records the
dinner at Simon’s when Mary bathed
Jesus feet with expensive perfume, but
Judas was AGHAST with this extrava-
gant waste. This perfume could be sold
and the money given to the poor! Then
the following week Judas conspires to
betray Jesus for 30 pieces of sliver. This
was Judas price of INFAMY.

So was Judas truly a bad man or
simply a man that slid down the slip-
pery slope of compromise? We will
never be faced with an opportunity
to betray Jesus like Judas did, BUT..
I believe we should all beware of our
own slippery slopes that we wander
on to. Our slippery slopes may never
be recorded in a book, and certainly
not the Bible, BUT.. if we are not care-
ful we may betray others. Like Jesus
taught.. “What you did (good or bad)
to the least of my family, you did it to
me.” I believe the lesson Judas betrayal
is infinitely sobering, BUT.. the lesson
of Matthew 25:31-46 is just as sobering.
Sobering, but so very encouraging too.
When our hearts are focused on Jesus
first (not a cheap clich€), then our focus
leaves ourselves, and then what we do
for the least in God’s family will make
God smile. God’s plan is simple, we
only make it complicated ourselves.

One last comment on Judas.. What
if he repented of this betrayal? He did
not, and was lost in the despair of these
dark moments, but WHAT IF? We will
never know, but I believe God’s grace
would have saved Judas. There is no
dark place, there is no wrong path we
can take that can not be reached by
God’s perfect love and forgiveness,
and to quote a friend of my 14 year old
daughter, “This makes me smile a lot.”

May God bless each of you this Eas-
ter season. May our lives make God
smile!

movie review

Whether you will enjoy this film de-
pends a lot on your personal theology.
On the very basic question of how our
human free will intersects and interacts
with the divine plan, it helps if you con-
tinue to be intrigued by that religious
issue. But the religion represented here
is very carefully whitewashed not only
of denominationalism, but sectarian-
ism, as well. What appears, then, is so
politically correct non-identifiable as to
be scrubbed of any recognition at all,
which, of course, creates its own re-
placement of the traditionalism it is try-
ing so assiduously to avoid.

The “agents” of “The Chairman”
are remarkably circumspect in their
explanations, as well, but they do look
like ordinary men (though all skinny
and wearing fedoras and dressed in
business suits). And they all work for
“The Adjustment Bureau,” which is
charged with making small interactive
adjustments to human behavior so that
events will conform to the pre-arranged
“Plan” of “The Chairman.” Thus, for
the sincere believer, the very premise is
fascinating: how to deal with the com-
plex, delicate topic of predestination
without ever using the word.

Matt Damon plays David Norris, a
young, successful politician on the cusp
of winning a Senate seat from New
York. But some embarrassing pho-
tographs of college fraternity hijinks
de-rail the campaign, and a clearly dis-

Dr. Ronald P. Salfen, Pastor

appointed Norris is standing by himself
in the Men’s Room, reluctantly rehears-
ing his concession speech. That’s when
he meets Elise (Emily Blunt), who was
hiding out in one of the stalls because
security was after her because, well,
she’d crashed a wedding reception.
Norris delivers his concession speech,
unexpectedly giddy, looking forward
to contacting the mysterious Elise as
soon as possible. But then he’s accosted
by strange men who tell him he must
not do that, and they burn the card with
her telephone number on it. Bewil-
dered, he wonders what in the world
(or otherworld) that was all about, but
then, by chance (ah, the introduction of
other prevailing forces into the equa-
tion), he spots her on the bus. It seems
the “agent” in charge of making sure
that didn’t happen nodded off on the
job (that’s the trouble with assuming
mortal form). Now they’ve met again,
and they weren’t supposed to, which
somehow alters “The Plan”, but no-
body seems to know exactly why it’s so
important for this romance not to hap-
pen.

It’s interesting that one of the
“agents” explains that there were times
and seasons of greater intervention in
human history: more in Roman times,
less in the Dark Ages, more in The En-
lightenment, less in The Holocaust---
pretty much implying that when they
back off, we mess it up. So the price of

New Book by Michael Gilmour Offers
Spiritual Analysis of Bob Dylan

A new book from Michael J. Gilm-
our examines the spiritual mystique of
one of the most respected musicians of
the last fifty years. In The Gospel ac-
cording to Bob Dylan: The Old, Old
Story for Modern Times (Westminster
John Knox Press), Gilmour explores
how and why Dylan’s music is spiritu-
ally meaningful to his fans, and how
the musical legend has responded to
the quasi-divine labels—with many
dubbing him a prophet, even a god —
bestowed upon him. Moreover, Gilm-
our also contemplates the spirituality
of Dylan himself, including his turn to
Christianity in the 1970s and 1980s and
the biblical references in his songs.

Clearly a true fan, Gilmour extends
beyond Dylan’s music, looking also
to his memoir, Chronicles,his film,
Masked and Anonymous, and other
works about Dylan to unravel what he
calls “the mysteries surrounding the
singer.” In seeking to determine the
gospel according to Bob Dylan, Gilm-
our concludes,

We do not all agree on what con-
stitutes religious truth, nor do we all

Nurturing Creativity in the Ohio Valley
for 20 years

Supplies e Classes @ Workshops for all ages

The Center of
Music and Art

264 Main Street @ PO Box 2208
Wintersville, OH 43953 e (740) 264-3111

www.musicandart.com e email: contact@musicandart.com

BOOK REVIEW

agree about the interpretation of Bob
Dylan’s lyrics. However, his fans do
agree that his music “comes near” in
some profound sense, causing us to
weigh and consider. His songs deserve
deep reading, and engagement with
this challenging work always rewards
those who persist. Bob Dylan’s music
points us toward a vague but tantaliz-
ing vision of “that one nature,” a com-
mon spirit or authenticity ... that we all
long for.” (p. 140)

Michael J. Gilmour is Associate
Professor of New Testament and Eng-
lish Literature at Providence College
in Manitoba, Canada. He is the author
of Gods and Guitars: Seeking the Sa-
cred in Post-1960s Popular Music and
editor of Call Me the Seeker: Listening
to Religion in Popular Music.

The Back Pew - Jeff Larson

THE THIEF ON THE CROSS NOW IN PARADISE
Just minutes before his death, the thief on the cross
repents and hears Jesus say “Today you will be with
me in paradise.” Lk 23:39-43

The ultimate example OF the SOM worker, #¢ 20:1=15

Grace Presbyterian Church %

Greenville, Texas

freedom is chaos? Ah, but the most fas-
cinating part is when “the powers that
be” are, in turn, inspired by humans to
change their intentions (see the instanc-
es in scripture of God “changing His
mind,” for example, Exodus 32:14).

So, of course, at the end, we still
have logical muddle, but we also enjoy
the spectacle of humans acting deter-
minedly and courageously in the face
of seemingly insurmountable odds, es-
pecially in the pursuit of love---which
is divinely human, indeed.

1 Steeple/Jack

NAMES ON
THE MAP

Names of places
have a history
and power of suggestion.

If I were to tell you
I've been to Bethlehem
and Jerusalem
would you say
I've been to
the Holy Land?

If I were to tell you
I've heard of Bethany
and Bethesda
would you think
I'm thinking of places
Jesus graced?

If I were to tell you
I've walked the streets
of Antioch
would you guess
I'had followed
the footsteps of Paul?

If I were to tell you
I'd passed old church sites
in Sardis
and Smyrna
would you quip
I dig Bible archaeology?

All these names are here
in the Valley we call home
recalling sacred namesakes
from both land
and book
we call Holy

Nestled among “New” versions
of Old Athens and Alexandria
neighboring ethnic reminders

like Cadiz or Calcutta
honoring inhabitants before us
like Mingo or Powhatan.

Of old one asked the question
“What has Jerusalem
to do with Athens?”
drawing deep division
between sacred
and secular.

But all are here together
and as sacred names are
sprinkled
across the map
and mixed
into our landscape

So the truths
which they suggest
are salt and leaven

sugar and spice
hope and healing
for all the world around.
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End-of-World Prophecies Restrict Our God-Given Gift of Freedom

The end of the world is at hand.
At least that’s what some people want
you to believe. Glenn Beck wants you
to buy food insurance in case of an
apocalypse. There are those that think
our nation is in peril because of the
new START treaty with Russia. Hol-
lywood has recently made several
movies about the end of the world in-
cluding 2012, The Book of Eli and The
Road. Who can avoid the TV specials
on the Mayan Calendar and how the
world will end next year?

With the recent upheaval in the
Middle East it would be easy to see
how some people could interpret that
as the beginning of the end. Of course,
there are some (and I find myself in
this camp) that see the upheaval as an
opportunity for change in a region that
is in need of changes. The days of mon-
archies, dictatorships and Oligarchies
are numbered on the planet earth. The
Middle East is finally coming to that

realization. People want to be free to
make their own choices, speak their
minds and vote their conscience.

We are made in the image of our
creator the Bible says. Often times
we think of our bodies when we hear
that quotation. However, the image is
much more than a physical archetype.
The image of our creator is spiritual.
The image of our creator is one that in-
cludes the emotions we feel, our sense
of right and wrong, passion, intelli-
gence and the want of freedom.

Freedom is a wonderful gift from
God. Freedom must be cultivated,
tended to and protected. We know that
forces in this world that call freedom
enemy can take this precious gift away.
We must be vigil in our task to pre-
serve the freedoms others have died
and worked so hard to give us.

That is why we must discern the
voices that call for the end of the
world, try to predict the future and

hold us in check with statements that
would curb our freedoms. How easily
we sometimes give our freedoms away
to others without thinking it through.
History is full of end-of-the-world
would-be prophets claiming, “This is
it!”

Regardless of the claims, God is in
control. Made in the image of God, it
is only natural for humanity to rebel
against those forces that would take
freedom away. It’s only natural for us to
finally stand up to fear and say give it
your best shot. Maybe that’s why Paul
writes in Romans “we are more than
conquerors in Christ Jesus.” As Chris-
tians, freedom is at the core of what we
believe. God so loved the world that
whoever believes in him shall not per-
ish but have everlasting life. To believe
in something greater than ourselves
and stake our life on it because of the
freedom it brings. That’s Christianity
101. The wonderful freedom our faith

Standing With Jesus

Bill Tammeus is an elder at Second Church in Kansas City,
Mo., and former Faith columnist for The Kansas City Star.
His column “Standing with Jesus”, was published in the Feb./
March issue of Presbyterian Outlook. For more of his work, vis-
it his “Faith Matters” blog at http://billtammeus.typepad.com.

I've been thinking a lot about Jesus lately.

That may seem like part of my job description as a dis-
ciple, but in this case I've been thinking about my choice
to follow Jesus and about the choice not to follow him
made by a rabbi friend who is co-author with me of They
Were Just People: Stories of Rescue in Poland During the
Holocaust.

We have been asked to speak to a class at an Episco-
pal church about those choices. So I've been looking at
arguments I think my friend may use — including those
outlined in David Klinghoffer’s book, Why the Jews Re-
jected Jesus.

But this isn’t really a debate and it won’t be won or lost
on the basis of our arguments.

That’s not to say that there aren’t excellent, reasonable
arguments for being a disciple of Jesus Christ. Oh, my.
Many such arguments exist, and the whole quarrelsome,
insistent field of Christian apologetics exists to make
them to anyone willing to listen.

Rather, the decision I've made to be a Christ-follower
and the decision my friend has made not to be one are
based on much more than a dry recitation of history or
any particular interpretation of that history. Those deci-
sions — however rational we think they are — are rooted
in our own personal histories, our own experiences of
faith and our own systems for evaluating life’s big and
eternal questions.

The truth is that neither one of us can prove we are
right in our choices. And that’s as it should be. For as the
Hebrew Scriptures remind us, we walk by faith, not by
sight.

That very idea was contained in a note I received re-
cently from a friend who is both a Catholic priest and
Trappist monk. Hear not only his commitment to faith
but also his expression of the Benedictine virtue of hu-
mility:

“While I am more committed than ever to the Chris-
tian vision, faith is difficult. Without the Christ event, I
would likely be an atheist. Even if it would turn out that
Jesus was wrong, that the cosmos is empty, his cry will be
our mutual protest. We are in it together, for there is no
one else in all of creation with whom I would rather stand
than he.”

Do you see the paradox there, the difficulty all of us
face? Faith indeed is difficult, despite people who pre-
tend otherwise. Just think what being a Christian means.
It means that we are committed to being disciples of a
Palestinian Jew who lived 2,000 years ago and got strung
up on a cross as a common criminal. Using the measures
of rationality we find operative in 21st Century America,
that’s just nuts.

And yet it's also somehow well within the divine
economy, well within what is reasonable to a surprising
God who brings order out of chaos, light out of darkness,
health out of sickness, life out of death.

My rabbi friend once said to me that he doesn’t be-
lieve in Jesus, he’ll never believe in Jesus and he doesn’t
know how I can believe in Jesus, but he loves me anyway.

By Bill Tammeus

I suppose, in the end, that in our discussion before the
Episcopalians I'll simply have to say something similar,
something like: Jesus is decisive for me. I wish you could
know the joy I feel because of that but I respect your
choice and love you anyway. Which I do.

You can't argue people into (or out of) faith. Instead,
they come to faith through transforming experiences
with the living God, even if those experiences raise even
more mysteries. In Scripture and other ways, I've encoun-
tered the risen Christ and have said yes to the gift of faith.
So, with my monk friend, I assert that even if Jesus was
wrong, there is no one else in all of creation with whom I
would rather stand than he.

Rev. RJ Leek

pastor #

Cadiz Presbyterian Church
Cadiz, Ohio

brings inspires us to hope for greater
things, to pursue challenges that defy
our own mortality, and see our enemy
as friend.

I once heard a man ask a prisoner,
“What kind of person can laugh be-
hind bars?” The prisoner responded,
“A person who is free.” Freedom is
ours in Christ Jesus and that freedom
transcends the trappings of this world.
Let us preserve it, cherish it and give
thanks for it always. Let us never take
our freedom for granted or carelessly
give it away. May you continue to use
your freedom to let others know that
Christ has freed us from the bondage
of our sins and freely given everlast-
ing life.

Attention Seniors

The Connector would
like to recognize graduat-
ing seniors from presby-
tery's congregations. Please
send a list of names of your
students who are graduat-
ing this spring from high
school or college to:
uovconnector@comcast.net

The Bottom Line [s,
Your Preshytery Is
Committed to Mission

$217,100 in 2010. We received $190,000.

we seek to serve Him and all His children.

By the Rev. Dr. Royce Browder

For the last two years, the budget committee has tried to let all of us
know what our individual responsibility is if we are to fund the budget
that presbytery has approved. In the past, the giving to the mission of
presbytery, which is the monies that fund the work of the committees as
well as Beaver Creek Camp and Laughlin Chapel, as well as what we send
to Synod and General Assembly mission projects, has come from about 40
of our 86 congregations and averaged about $7 per member. The amount
needed per person to fund the mission part of the budget is about $33 per
year per person. It’s not likely that anyone or any congregation that has
been giving $7 per member per year will, in one year, increase their giving
to $33 per year per person; but they could begin to move in that direction.

The other main service of funding for the presbytery is the per capita
assessment. This year, that is $26 per member. Of that, $26, $2.20 goes
to the synod and $6.50 goes to the General Assembly. We have to send
$18,400 to the synod and $54,275 to General Assembly. The presbytery
uses the balance, $144,400, for its budget. We should have collected about

To put it another way, we had to pay for an additional 1080 members
out of that $190,000. We had to pay, for the 1080 members who didn't pay,
over $10,000 to synod and GA, plus the presbytery’s portion of the per
capita lost is $18,587. All this is to say that we have had a budget deficit
for many years, which was funded from an endowment we received when
the presbytery was formed. Just in round figures, we draw from the en-
dowment about $150,000 per year. The fund this past year produced about
$90,000 in interest and dividends so the draw down in principle was about
$60,000. The value of the endowment now is about $900,000. Seven years
ago, the endowment was about $1.2 million, and at one point in 2008-2009,
it dropped to just over $700,000 because of the economy.

I hope these facts and figures are helpful. But the bottom line is, your
Presbytery is committed to mission, and the dollars are to glorify God as

General Presbyter




PAGE 8

‘In Christ we are not alone’
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Mission Partners, Workers in Japan
Feel Supported by Prayers

By Judson Taylor, Communications Associate
World Mission, PC (U.S.A.)

In the aftermath of the Japanese
earthquake and tsunami catastrophe
on March 11, the Presbyterian Church
(U.S.A.)’s global partners and mission
co-workers have been buoyed by the
transformative power and solidarity
of prayer.

The Presbyterian World Mission
ministry area has been in contact with
several of its partner organizations
and churches and with all of its mis-
sion workers in Japan since the dev-
astating earthquake and tsunami on
March 11.

Messages from PC(USA) mission
partners and institutions have ex-
pressed thanks and provided infor-
mation about specific situations and
responses. “[Your] encouragement

The Rev. Dr. Larry Kline addresses partici-
pants in a Church Officer Training workshop.
The training was held Feb. 26 at Rock Hill
Presbyterian Church in Bellaire, Ohio.

makes us realize in Christ we are
not alone,” wrote the Korean Chris-
tian Church in Japan Many tell about
churches and members suffering from
the disaster, refugees living in shelters,
and the shortage of food, relief sup-
plies, and fuel. But they are organizing
to assess the needs and help get aid to
those in the greatest need. A spokes-
person for the Reformed Church of
Japan wrote: “We would like to be
effective witnesses to the Lord in the
midst of devastation.”

The United Church of Christ (Kyo-
dan), the church the PC(USA) works
most closely with, reported a num-
ber of members missing and at least
one confirmed death. A staff member
of a nursery school related to Iwaki
Church died on the day of the earth-
quake while communicating with the
children’s parents. Some of the church-
es have hosted refugees. The chapel of
Shinsei Kamaishi Church in the coast-
al fishing city of Kamaishi was report-
edly filled with mud and oil. Built in
2000, it was known as a pioneer “eco-
church,” with a solar-power system
and transparent glass roof.

The Rev. Isamu Koshiishi, modera-
tor of the National Christian Coun-
cil in Japan (NCCJ), is thankful for
the prayers of so many in the United
States. He says the NCCJ’s assessing
the damages and recovery will take
some time, but “we have been encour-
aged and strengthened by the many
messages of support from our Chris-
tian brothers and sisters all over the
world. Our immediate request is for
you to continue to keep us in your
prayers as we are coordinating a net-
work of local support for those most
severely affected. At this time of our
great need, we want you to know how
grateful we are for your expressions of
support and solidarity.”

“We are touched by your prayers,”
wrote an officer of the Kyodan.
Yodogawa Christian Hospital in Osa-
ka, one of the institutions with which
the PC(USA) has had a strong relation-
ship, wrote: “Thank you so very much
for your prayers. Our hospital patients
and staff and their families are all safe,
but our hearts ache as the earthquake
disasters are spreading in other parts
of Japan."

Smile, God loves you!

Chap’s Photography

WISHES YOU A BLESSED
NEW YEAR

Call Chap’s for doing your family portrait,
Reunions, Weddings, Senior Graduation
Portraits, Public Relations Photography,

Schools, Bands, and much more.

Go to church and then bring your church bulletin,
signed by the minister, and receive
10% off of your sitting fee.

Chap’s Photography - 304-232-0125

We are a member of the International Christian Photographer’s Association

Please, visit us on the web.
www.Chapsphotography.com
We have been a family business since 1953

Hand Bells Needed

Do you have a set of hand bells sitting around collecting dust? Do you
have a set in storage that you just keep tripping over? If so, Cadiz Presby-
terian Church in Cadiz, Ohio, would be willing to rid you of that burden.

The church is interested in acquiring a set of hand bells either through
a donation, by purchasing or taking on loan.

If you have a set or know where some can be found, contact Judy Kerns
at the church office at (740) 391-2366.

COGA Hears Initial Plans for 2012 GA

By Jerry L. Van Marter
Presbyterian News Service

Tom Hay is counting the days until
the next Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)
General Assembly. There are still more
than 500.

But Hay — director of operations
for the Office of the General Assembly
(OGA) — and the crew of Assembly
planners — know already that time is
of the essence.

“Things are going very well,” he
told the Committee on the Office of
the General Assembly (COGA) at its
March 29-31 meeting. The 220th Gen-
eral Assembly convenes June 30, 2012
in Pittsburgh.

Hay unveiled a medallion-style
loge for GA220 that, for the first time,
is built on a template that can be used
for succeeding Assemblies. “Part of
what we're trying to do is create a
‘brand’ for the General Assembly that
can be used in a variety of ways,” he
said. “We hope people will use the me-
dallion for many things.”

The preliminary schedule will look
familiar to veteran Assembly-goers,

but a number of innovations have been
added.

For the second Assembly in a row,
the morning before the Assembly con-
venes will be given over to “Riverside
Conversations” — opportunities for
commissioners and advisory delegates
to informally discuss the major issues
coming before the Assembly.

The Assembly will convene at 1:30
p-m. on June 30 with opening worship
— a departure from most recent As-
semblies, when the opening worship
service took place on Sunday morning.
The change, Hay said, “means that the
Assembly appropriately begins with
worship and gives us the opportunity
to restore an earlier tradition of wor-
shiping on Sunday morning in local
congregations.”

Because the Assembly runs over
the July 4 holiday (the Wednesday of
Assembly week), the schedule is being
tweaked to allow Assembly-goers to
see Pittsburgh’s fireworks gala. “The
convention center is one of the prime
viewing spots,” Hay said, “so we’ll
meet in plenary until the fireworks
start and watch them from there.”

Banking, Trust,
Insurance and
Brokerage Services

www.wesbanco.com

‘WesBanco Bank, Inc. is

mber FDIC. *WesBanco Insurance Services is licensed in the states of West Virginia, Ohio and Pennsylvania. Trust

nvest in insured deposits or nondeposit investment products. Insurance products are nondeposit investment products.
re not FDIC insured not bank guaranteed, not insured by any government entity and are subject to investment

risk including the risk of possible loss of the principal amount invested.




